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sion to be drawn as to their results. The same may be said of German Imperialism.
There remain Russia, France, and England.
A very general idea prevails that the Russians possess special powers of assimilation with subject races. Lack of evidence renders it difficult for anyone who has not visited the Asiatic provinces of Russia to form a matured opinion on this subject. It is, however, a fact that a few Asiatics, such as Loris Melikoff, who was an Armenian, and Alikhanoff, who was a Lesghian from the Caucasus and a Moslem, have risen to posts of considerable distinction in the Russian service. Moreover, in their social relations, the Russians cannot be accused of being exclusive. They are certainly much less so than the British. Mr. Schuyler, who visited Turkestan in 1876, said : " The natives held aloof from the Russians, rather than the Russians from the natives."1 On
1 Schuyler, " Turkestan/' vol. ii., p.
Very insufficient attention is, I think, paid to this aspect of the question. It is often assumed by those whose acquaintance with Eastern society is somewhat superficial that the absence of close social intercourse between Europeans and Easterns is wholly due to the attitude of the former. Such is very far from being the case. I have